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Pilot-scale testing was conducted using fresh manure added daily to a 910-liter anaerobic 
digester that was operated at Haubenschild. Additional laboratory screening experiments were 
conducted to confirm additive and scavenger doses using Haubenschild manure. Pilot-scale 
testing was conducted for nearly 100 days under three different additive/scavenger operating 
conditions. Daily differences in manure character and manure moisture content appeared to 
affect additive performance. Early pilot testing was hindered by daytime ambient temperatures 
being greater than the desired digester operating temperatures (35°C). Digester temperatures 
were observed to be as high as 41°C (105°F), which most likely altered the anaerobic microbial 
community. The best sulfide control observed during pilot testing showed greater than a 75% 
reduction in biogas sulfide content compared to the full-scale digester. No significant difference 
in biogas methane content was noted between the pilot- and full-scale digesters, however. Biogas 
flow monitoring was not available for the full-scale digester, so a comparison of methane 
production rates was not possible during pilot testing. The pilot system was shut down following 
a prolonged power outage resulting from an early-season blizzard.  
 
Data reduction and assessment activities during this reporting period included an assessment of 
biogas production, the effects of system pH and alkalinity, and solids destruction rates. Figure 1 
illustrates the mean biogas production rate for the pilot-scale digester during the period of 
operation. The expected nominal flow rate based on the lab-scale digester was 1.5 slpm (standard 
liters per minute). Initially, the flow rate was less than that level because the digester began 
operation on digested solids from the full-scale digester. A high rate of variability was observed 
during initial feeding operations and was attributed to daily ambient temperature variations that 
were warmer than the target operating temperature, which affected the microbial population 
dynamics. The period from August 29 to September 23 was considered steady-state operation 
under control conditions. The corresponding gas flow rate was 1.36 ±0.13 slpm. The first day of 
the EERC additive and scavenger addition was September 24. The data appear to suggest a gas 
flow rate increase from steady-state control conditions to a 7-day moving average of close to  
1.5 slpm. On October 17, the average was observed to decrease to around 1.2 slpm. Behavior of 
the system as noted by the operators indicated the likely presence of a slow and/or intermittent 
leak or leaks. Efforts were made to find and seal all possible leaks with limited success, and it 
was observed that on certain days, it was difficult to measure gas flow after closing reactor 
valves after feeding operations. A failure of the mass flowmeter occurred on November 12. 
Attempts were made to measure gas flow with a rotameter with limited success. A persistent leak 
did not allow sufficient pressure to build up for accurate gas flow determinations using a 
rotameter, which operates at higher differential pressure than the mass flowmeter.  
 
A final set of data points, presented in Figure 1, were obtained by calculating the biogas 
production rate from volatile solids (VS) destruction data while assuming 0.7 m3 of methane 
production/kg of VS destroyed and a methane concentration of 60%. These data, presented as 
gray circles, support the assertions that the step change reduction in gas flow rate observed from 
the flow rate measurement equipment was caused by a leak rather than a change in the health of 
the digester and that good gas production was maintained until the digester was shut down. The 
values from both digesters are essentially equivalent, with the average value for the pilot digester 
being 59.1% and for the full-scale digester 59.9%. 
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Dakota, on July 26–27, 2011, submission of the final project report, and presentation to the RDF 
Advisory Board. 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

THIS REPORT WAS PREPARED AS A RESULT OF WORK SPONSORED BY 
FUNDING FROM THE CUSTOMER-SUPPORTED XCEL ENERGY RENEWABLE 
DEVELOPMENT FUND ADMINISTERED BY NSP. IT DOES NOT NECESSARILY 
REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF NSP, ITS EMPLOYEES, OR THE RENEWABLE 
DEVELOPMENT FUND BOARD. NSP, ITS EMPLOYEES, CONTRACTORS, AND 
SUBCONTRACTORS MAKE NO WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND 
ASSUME NO LEGAL LIABILITY FOR THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT; NOR 
DOES ANY PARTY REPRESENT THAT THE USE OF THIS INFORMATION WILL 
NOT INFRINGE UPON PRIVATELY OWNED RIGHTS. THIS REPORT HAS NOT 
BEEN APPROVED OR DISAPPROVED BY NSP NOR HAS NSP PASSED UPON THE 
ACCURACY OF ADEQUACY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT. 
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DRAFT  

Project Title: Mitigation of Hydrogen Sulfide with Concomitant Enhancement of Microbial  
Methane Production in Biomass Digesters 

Contract Number: RD3-68 Milestone Number:  Report Date:   August 31, 2011 

Principal Investigator:  Daniel J. Stepan  Contract Contact: Tobe M. Larson 
 Phone: (701) 777-5247        Phone: (701) 777-5271 

Congressional District: Not Applicable 

Congressional District: Not Applicable 

 
DRAFT FINAL REPORT 

 
Executive Summary: The overall goal of this project was to test and demonstrate a novel 
biotechnology to convert biomass into a biogas having increased methane content and 
significantly reduced hydrogen sulfide content. Laboratory screening experiments were 
conducted to establish baseline operating conditions. Subsequent testing was conducted during 
laboratory-scale digester experiments and during pilot-scale testing and evaluation at an 
operating dairy in Minnesota. The Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC) teamed 
with Haubenschild Farm Dairy (Haubenschild), located near Princeton, Minnesota, to conduct 
the project. 
 
Laboratory screening experiments consisted of serum bottle testing to define an optimal dose of 
an additive consisting of a proprietary blend of ingredients. The effects of different additive 
formulations were evaluated on dairy manure samples collected from Haubenschild. Triplicate 
samples for each test condition were prepared in an anaerobic glove box and incubated in the 
dark under different temperature conditions. Serum bottles were periodically analyzed for gas 
production and headspace gas composition. Gas production was monitored using volume 
displacement in a wetted syringe, and gas composition was measured using gas chromatography 
for the determination of methane, carbon dioxide, and hydrogen sulfide content of the serum 
bottle headspace gas. 
 
Based on the results of laboratory screening experiments, laboratory-scale plug-flow anaerobic 
digester systems were established for testing in the laboratories of the EERC. Two identical 
plug-flow digesters having a nominal operating volume of 49 liters were fabricated. One of the 
digesters served as a control and was fed unaltered manure. The other digester served as the 
experimental system and was fed manure that was amended with the EERC additive. Initial 
testing was conducted using manure samples that were collected every 2 weeks from 
Haubenschild. After approximately 6 weeks of operation of the bench-scale systems, a noticeable 
increase in biogas hydrogen sulfide was noted, first in the control digester and, subsequently, in 
the experimental digester. Discussions with Haubenschild revealed that the dairy had begun the 
practice of adding ground waste gypsum wallboard to the animal bedding which, ultimately, got 
incorporated into the fresh manure that was introduced to the anaerobic digester. The result was 
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an excessive loading of sulfate from the gypsum (CaSO4) which resulted in poisoning of both the 
full-scale farm digester and the EERC bench-scale digesters. The farm digester was shut down 
until cleanup operations could be conducted the following spring. The EERC identified an 
alternative source of manure from Riverview Dairy (Riverview), located near Morris, Minnesota, 
to continue bench-scale testing. 
 
Because of digester performance concerns resulting from residual gypsum that could not be 
removed from the bench-scale digesters, two new digesters were fabricated for testing with 
manure from Riverview. Differences in manure character between the two dairies had a profound 
effect on additive performance. The difference in additive performance during bench-scale 
testing using Riverview manure required additional laboratory screening experiments to be 
conducted in order to refine the additive composition and dose to achieve sulfide control in the 
new manure. A scavenging agent was found to be necessary to react with hydrogen sulfide that 
did form in order to achieve sulfide control. Bench-scale testing on manure from Riverview 
demonstrated a 46% reduction in biogas sulfide concentration and a 20% increase in methane 
generation rate. 
 
Pilot-scale testing was conducted using fresh manure added daily to a 910-liter anaerobic 
digester that was operated at Haubenschild. Additional laboratory screening experiments were 
conducted to confirm additive and scavenger doses using Haubenschild manure. Pilot-scale 
testing was conducted for nearly 100 days under three different additive/scavenger operating 
conditions. Daily differences in manure character and manure moisture content appeared to 
affect additive performance. Early pilot testing was hindered by daytime ambient temperatures 
being greater than the desired digester operating temperatures (35°C). Digester temperatures 
were observed to be as high as 41°C (105°F), which most likely altered the anaerobic microbial 
community. The best sulfide control observed during pilot testing showed greater than a 75% 
reduction in biogas sulfide content compared to the full-scale digester. However, no significant 
difference in biogas methane concentration was noted, compared to the full-scale digester. The 
pilot system was shut down following a prolonged power outage resulting from an early-season 
blizzard. 
 
An economic assessment suggested that, while effective in controlling sulfide generation in the 
anaerobic digestion of dairy manure, given today’s low cost of natural gas and electricity 
coupled with high chemical costs, the additive was not as cost-effective as commercial 
postdigestion biogas treatment techniques. 
 
These economic constraints may be overcome if the biogas produced during anaerobic digestion 
were to be converted into a higher-value end product. The EERC leveraged Xcel Energy 
Renewable Development Fund (RDF) funding to access federal funding to design, fabricate, and 
test a process to convert low-Btu anaerobic digester biogas into ammonia, a valuable farm 
commodity. That project (final report presented in Appendix A) showed that ammonia can be 
produced locally from biogas as cost-effectively as it can be at southern refineries and 
transported to northern locations, such as Minnesota. The ammonia produced from biogas has a 
much higher return on investment than electricity produced from that same biogas. 
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Project funding provided by customers of Xcel Energy through a grant from the Renewable 
Development Fund. 
 
Technical Progress: 
 
Laboratory Screening Experiments 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of the proposed laboratory screening experiments were to: 
 
 i. Determine the effects of different EERC additive doses on the anaerobic digestion of 
  manure (active ingredient studies). 
 
 ii. Modify the EERC additive formulation for manure digestion application (scavenger  
  studies). 
 
 iii. Examine the effects of operational parameters (e.g. temperature, hydraulic retention time  
  [HRT]) on application of EERC additive to the anaerobic digestion of manure  
  (temperature studies and data  interpretation with respect to HRT effects). 
 
Materials and Methods  
 
Laboratory screening experiments were carried out in 160-mL-internal-volume serum bottles 
containing 45 mL of solution/slurry and 115 mL of headspace for collection of produced gas. 
The 45 mL of solution/slurry included 40 mL of homogenized manure and 5 mL of aqueous 
solution added to deliver additive and/or scavenger (or sterile distilled water in the case of the 
control tests). The homogenized manure was either fresh manure alone or a mixture of fresh 
manure and active digested manure added as a seed culture (i.e., inoculum). The digested manure 
came from an anaerobic seed reactor operated during the early phase of this study, the plug-flow 
laboratory-scale control reactor, or was effluent collected from the full-scale dairy farm digester. 
The mixed sample of fresh manure and seed culture was homogenized in a blender to prepare a 
material that could be transferred into serum bottles. 
 
The experiments were set up in an anaerobic glove box, as shown in Figure 1. An anaerobic 
glove box is a flexible chamber equipped with a vacuum air lock and a system for the continuous 
removal of any oxygen from the chamber atmosphere. The oxygen removal system works by 
passing the nitrogen/hydrogen (approximately 2% H2) glove box atmosphere across a heated 
palladium catalyst. This converts any oxygen that may have entered the chamber into water 
vapor, thus maintaining an oxygen-free environment.  
 
All test conditions were run in triplicate. The serum bottles were sealed with butyl rubber 
stoppers and aluminum crimpers, removed from the anaerobic glove box, mixed using a 
laboratory vortex mixer, and incubated under static conditions at either 35° or 55°C in the dark. 
All glassware, stoppers, and other supplies were autoclaved before use to prevent contamination.  
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Figure 1. EERC researchers prepare biological experiments in an anaerobic glove box. 
 
 
The serum bottles were periodically removed from the incubator and analyzed for gas production 
and gas composition. Gas volume measurements were performed using volume displacement in 
a wetted glass syringe. The headspace gas composition was analyzed by sampling each serum 
bottle using a gas-tight syringe and analyzing the sample by gas chromatography to determine 
the methane, carbon dioxide, and hydrogen sulfide content of the generated biogas (The gas 
analysis method is documented in Milestone Report #1 dated April 7, 2009). 
 
Results from the experiments are presented as either the moles of methane and H2S produced per 
gram of solids in the manure delivered to the serum bottle or as the total moles of methane and 
H2S produced in a serum bottle (not divided by the solids concentration). The amount of methane 
produced is typically in the range of 0 to 12 millimoles (mmol) total or 0 to 3 mmol/gram dry 
solids (solids concentrations in the manure are typically in the range of 7% to 9% so the serum 
bottles typically contain 2.8 to 3.6 grams of dry solids). 
 
Experimental Results 
 
The experimental results from the screening experiments are separated into three sections: 
 

 Initial screening with manure from Haubenschild, Princeton, Minnesota 
 

− The experiments conducted to investigate the effect of additive concentration over a 
wide range resulted in the selection of 0.5 units of additive as the appropriate 
concentration for use with Haubenschild manure. 



 

5 

DRAFT  

− Experiments with a low concentration of scavenger for precipitation of residual H2S 
which provided some evidence of control during the early stage of the batch 
experiments but suggested too little scavenger was added to maintain scavenging 
capacity for the length of the experiment.  

 
 Screening in support of bench-scale reactor experiments using manure from Riverview, 

Morris, Minnesota. 
 

− The inoculum/seed culture addition experiment revealed that addition of seed culture 
was required to obtain effective digestion in serum bottle experiments conducted 
with Riverview manure. 

 
− Scavenger addition experiments revealed that addition of scavenger along with 

additive resulted in further decreases in the amount of H2S produced. 
 

− The nutrient addition experiment which did not reveal any benefit could be derived 
from adding nutrients. 

 
− Experiments conducted with the 0.5 units of additive concentration revealed that 

while decreased H2S formation was observed, the amount of H2S produced using 
Riverview manure was much greater than that produced using Haubenschild manure 
both with and without the use of the additive. 

 
 Screening in support of the pilot-scale reactor experiments conducted at Haubenschild, 

Princeton, Minnesota 
 

− Experiments were conducted to further optimize the amount of additive and 
scavenger needed to control the production of H2S during the digestion of 
Haubenschild manure. The results revealed additive use could be reduced to  
0.25 units, with scavenger supplied at 1 unit. These results were used to select the 
test conditions applied for the pilot-scale testing. 

 
Initial screening with manure from Haubenschild, Princeton, Minnesota 
 

Effects of the “Active Ingredient” Additive on Production of Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
The experiments were first conducted with 8, 2, and 1 units of additive concentration. A second 
experiment was then set up with 4, 0.8, and 0.5 units of additive concentration. In both 
experiments, the “no additive” group served as the control sample. 
 
Results indicate that addition of the EERC additive over the tested concentration range 
significantly reduced hydrogen sulfide production (Figure 2). Figure 2 shows the cumulative 
production of hydrogen sulfide in the gas phase, expressed as µmol per gram of dry manure fed. 
As shown in Figure 2, production of hydrogen sulfide in all experimental groups was  
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Figure 2. Effect of additive concentration on H2S production. H2S is presented as µmol produced 
per gram (dry weight) of the manure. Error bars represent standard error of of the analysis results 

from triplicate experiments. 
 

 
significantly reduced as compared with the control group and a higher concentration of additive 
led to greater reductions in H2S production. The H2S reduction effect was consistent at all 
additive doses after 5 days of incubation, with the overall effect diminishing somewhat with 
time. Even with the diminished effect, the overall reduction in H2S was greater than 65% after  
21 days of incubation at the lowest dose tested of 0.5 units. The EERC additive is able to 
effectively reduce hydrogen sulfide production at all tested experimental concentrations. These 
results demonstrate good hydrogen sulfide control, considering that commercial digesters 
typically operate at a HRT of less than 20 days.  
 

Effects of the Additive on Methane Production  
 
Figure 3 shows methane generation for the same samples previously discussed. At additive doses 
of 4 units or less, there did not appear to be a significant effect, either stimulatory or inhibitory, 
for the generation of methane. However, at an additive dose of 8 units, a possible inhibitory 
effect can be noted with incubation times greater than 14 days, with reduced generation of both 
methane and carbon dioxide. A dose this high, however, while it defines an upper limit of 
additive use, would most likely not be practical in commercial applications because of the high 
cost of chemical addition it would likely represent. It appears from these data that the hydrogen 
sulfide prevention additive did not have any efficacy in promoting the concomitant generation of 
methane. Some of the other serum bottle studies and results from the bench-scale reactor did 
provide evidence of increased methane generation under some conditions. 
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Figure 3. Effect of additive concentration on methane production. Methane production is 
presented as mmol of methane produced per gram (dry weight) of manure. 

 
 

Modification of the EERC Additive Formulation for Manure Digestion Application by 
Addition of a H2S Scavenger 

 
An experiment designed to test the effect of adding scavenger along with 0.5 units of EERC 
additive was conducted using Haubenschild manure. Scavenger was added at concentrations of 
0, 0.04, 0.08, and 0.2 units.  
 
Figure 4 shows the manure, dry mass normalized, cumulative H2S production observed over the 
course of the experiment. The results after 5 days of incubation (see Figure 5) suggested a strong 
negative correlation between scavenger concentrations added and the amount of H2S produced. 
However, the data shown in Figure 4 appear to indicate no effect of scavenger addition over this 
range of scavenger concentrations. 
 
Figure 6 illustrated that the use of low concentrations of scavenger had no discernable effect on 
the production of CH4. 
 
Based on the promising results of sulfide control during laboratory screening experiments, plans 
for bench-scale testing were initiated.  
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Figure 4. Effect of low concentration of scavenger addition on H2S production. H2S is presented 

as µmol produced per gram (dry weight) of manure. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 5. 5-day cumulative gas-phase hydrogen sulfide produced as a function of scavenger 
concentration applied along with 0.5 units of additive. H2S is presented as µmol produced per 

gram (dry weight) of manure. Values are averages of triplicate samples. The error bars represent 
the standard deviation of the triplicates. 
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Figure 6. Effect of low concentration of scavenger addition on methane production. Methane is 
presented as mmol produced per gram (dry weight) of manure. 

 
 

Screening in Support of Bench-Scale Reactor Experiments Using Manure from Riverview, 
Morris, Minnesota 
 

Effects of Inoculum Size on Production of Methane and Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
Results from previous batch serum bottle experiments and previous bench-scale digester runs 
suggested that decreasing the hydraulic residence time of the digesters and incorporating sludge 
recycle might help improve performance. Sufficient volatile solids (VS) destruction and methane 
formation could be accomplished at the shorter residence time by inoculation of the fresh manure 
with a healthy culture of methanogenic microorganisms through the use of recycle. Further, the 
shorter residence time should avoid the potential for regrowth of sulfidigenic organisms that 
might have caused the failure of the digester in November 2009 and early in this reporting period 
(data not shown). Before incorporating these changes in the lab-scale plug-flow digesters, a 
batch serum bottle study was performed to select the appropriate recycle rate (seed culture size) 
and residence time. Table 1 shows the experimental design for the study. It included the use of a 
“no seed” control, three levels of seed addition to represent three different recycle rates, and the 
observation of the methane and hydrogen sulfide production in these cultures over time to 
represent residence time in an ideal plug-flow digester. All serum bottles received additive at the 
normal concentration of 0.5 units. It should be noted that real digesters have dispersion (mixing) 
that will minimize the need for recycle. A tracer study can be conducted on a real system to get a 
measure of the amount of dispersion.  
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 Table 1. Experimental Design for Seed Size Serum Bottle Experiment 
Condition Fresh Manure, g Seed, g Additive, mL (0.5 units) 
No Recycle, 0% 40 0 5 
5% Recycle  38 2 5 
10% Recycle 36 4 5 
15% Recycle 34 6 5 

 
 
Results of the seed size experiments are plotted in Figures 7 and 8. From Figure 7, it is apparent 
that recycle of digester effluent would significantly increase the rate of methane production, 
which could be obtained in a plug-flow digester fed the fresh manure used in this experiment. 
The amount of benefit obtained by increasing the % seed used was most pronounced at 10 days, 
where the 10% and 15% seed cultures had produced almost twice as much methane as the 5% 
seed culture. By 20 days, the methane production by the 5% seeded culture was similar to that 
observed for the 10% and 15% cultures. The unseeded (0%) cultures had produced less than 1/5 
the amount of methane by Day 20 than that observed for the seeded cultures. By Day 20, the 5%, 
10%, and 15% seeded cultures produced 654%, 715%, and 663% more methane, respectively, 
than the unseeded cultures. This very large increase in methane production is not expected to be 
observed for a real plug-flow reactor. Dispersion in a reactor will accomplish some amount of 
inoculation of the freshly added manure. Therefore, recycle in a real plug-flow digester should 
only provide moderate benefits. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 7. Effects of the inoculate (seed) size on methane production in serum bottles fed 
Riverview manure.  
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From Figure 8, it is apparent that addition of the seed culture did not increase the production of 
H2S like it increased the production of methane, thus improving the ratio of methane to H2S in 
the produced gas. It is also apparent that for all three of the seeded cultures, the rate of H2S 
production was very low for the first 10 days. The rate of H2S formation appeared to increase 
dramatically after 10 days of incubation. These data were interpreted as an indication that the 
benefit of the additive may have been exhausted by 10 days, allowing for regrowth of 
sulfidogenic microbes. 
 

Effects of H2S Scavenger Addition on Production of Methane and Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
Additional serum bottle experiments were conducted to further investigate the use of a sulfide 
scavenger to be added in conjunction with the EERC additive. The scavenger is designed to 
capture any sulfide that is produced and keep it from being emitted as H2S. The design of this 
experiment is given in Table 2. The experiment included the use of seed culture at 10% additive 
at 0.5 units and scavenger at 0, 1, 2, and 4 units of concentration. The experiments were run for 
20 days to determine if the scavenger might prevent the increased H2S production rate observed 
after 10 days in the previous experiment. If it did, it might allow the use of longer residence 
times in the digester without the apparent sulfidogenic microorganism regrowth. The longer 
residence time would allow for greater VS destruction and more methane production. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 8. Effects of the inoculate (seed) size on formation of hydrogen sulfide in serum bottles 
fed Riverview manure.  
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Table 2. Experimental Design for Use of Scavenger in Control of H2S Production 
 
Condition 

 
Fresh Manure, g Seed, g

Additive, units of 
concentration

Scavenger, units of 
concentration

Seeded Control 36 4 0 0
Seed + Additive 36 4 0.5 0
Seed + Additive +  
1 Unit of Scavenger 

36 4 0.5 1

Seed + Additive +  
2 Units of Scavenger 

36 4 0.5 2

Seed + Additive +  
4 Units of Scavenger 

36 4 0.5 4

 
 
Results of the scavenger experiments are plotted in Figures 9 and 10. From Figure 9, it is 
apparent that addition of the scavenger had a very substantial effect on methane production. 
While the addition of the additive increased the 20-day methane production from 1.37 mmol for 
the control to 3.95 mmol, the addition of scavenger further increased this to 9.05, 11.1, and  
10.7 mmol for the 1, 2, and 4 units of scavenger added, respectively. This increase in methane 
production as a result of scavenger addition was not expected. It is surmised that it may be 
because of changes in nutrient availability. Since sulfide may precipitate some nutrients as metal 
sulfide or sulfide complex, the addition of the scavenger should leave more nutrients available 
for the microorganisms. A serum bottle study designed to investigate this was performed, as 
described later. 
 
Figure 10 contains the H2S production data for the scavenger experiment. From the data 
presented in Figure 5, it is apparent that the additive delayed the production of H2S, with the rate 
of production increasing with time of incubation as was seen in the previous serum bottle study. 
The 9-day cumulative H2S generation in the additive test was 32% of that seen in the control. At 
20 days, the benefit decreased to where the additive test had produced 65% of the H2S produced 
in the control. For the condition where the scavenger was added at 1 unit (along with the 
additive), there was an additional benefit observed at 5 and 9 days of incubation but no 
additional benefit after 14 and 20 days. The 2 and 4 units of concentration of scavenger 
conditions provided almost complete control of H2S formation for 14 days, with production of 
only 2.0% to 3.4% of the H2S of the no additive control, respectively. At 20 days, the observed 
H2S formation was 14% of that observed for the no additive control. These results suggest that 
the combined use of additive and scavenger should allow for operation of the digester at 
residence times of at least 14 days with almost no H2S production and may allow for successful 
operation at residence times as long at 20 days with very little H2S production. 
 

Effect of Nutrient Addition 
 
The results of the previous experiment suggested that addition of moderate concentrations of 
scavenger helped lead to increased methane generation as well as the reduction in H2S  
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Figure 9. Effect of additive and scavenger addition on cumulative methane production in serum 

bottles fed Riverview manure.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 10. Effect of additive and scavenger addition on cumulative H2S production in serum 
bottles fed Riverview manure. 
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production. Two possible reasons the scavenger might help increase methane generation were 
surmised: 
 

1) Reducing sulfide toxicity on methanogens – It is well documented that sulfide is toxic 
to methanogens. The scavenger mitigates sulfide and thereby reduced the toxicity on 
methanogens. 

 
2) Improving nutrient bioavailability – Some trace metals such as Ni (nickel) and Co 

(cobalt) are essential nutrients to the anaerobic microorganisms because they are 
components of the enzymes. Sulfide is very reactive and may react with these and other 
trace metals to form insoluble metal sulfide or metal sulfide complexes, which are not 
bioavailable to the methanogens. Addition of scavenger could sequester the sulfide, 
making it less available to react with nutrient metals, thus eliminating nutrient 
limitations. 

 
It is not possible to independently test the first possible reason, but the potential that relief of a 
nutrient limitation was the cause could be tested by looking at the effect of nutrient addition on 
methane generation. Therefore, a nutrient addition experiment was performed to determine 
whether the apparent enhancement effect on methane production by the scavenger addition that 
was observed in the previous experiment (Figure 9) might be due to improved nutrient 
bioavailability. The design of the nutrient experiment is given in Table 3. A stock solution 
containing a mixture of several trace metals (Mn, B, Zn, Cu, Mo, Ca, Ni, and Se) was used as the 
nutrient solution. The final concentrations of the metals in the manure slurry ranged from  
0.05 to 0.5 mg/L. 
 
Results of the nutrient experiment are plotted in Figures 11 and 12. As shown in Figures 11 and 
12, addition of the trace metals had no effect on either methane or hydrogen sulfide production. 
The presence of the additive did not increase methane production but did decrease H2S 
production. The addition of the nutrients did not change the results for either the no additive or 
with additive condition. It should be noted that the amount of methane produced in all of these 
experiments was similar to the amount of methane produced for the control conditions in the 
previous experiment. The amount of H2S produced was greater, but the pattern observed between 
the control and the additive conditions was similar for both sets of experiments, indicating that  
 
 

Table 3. Experimental Design for the Nutrient Experiment 

 
Condition 

Fresh 
Manure, 

g 

 
Seed, 

g 

Nutrients, unit 
of 

concentration 

Additive, unit 
of 

concentration 

Scavenger, 
unit of 

concentration
Control 36 4 0 0 0 

Nutrient 36 4 1 0 0 
Additive 36 4 0 0.5 0 
Additive and Nutrient 36 4 1 0.5 0 
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Figure 11. Effect of additive and nutrient addition on cumulative methane production in serum 
bottles fed Riverview manure. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 12. Effect of additive and nutrient addition on cumulative H2S production in serum bottles 
fed Riverview manure. 
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enhancement of methane production by the scavenger was unlikely due to improving nutrient 
bioavailability. 
 

Effect of Manure Source on Efficacy of EERC Additive 
 
Results from the initial screening experiments were performed using manure from Haubenschild, 
and those done in support of the bench-scale reactor were done using manure from the 
Riverview, Morris, Minnesota. From running similar experiments with these two different 
manure sources, it appeared that there were differences in the efficacy of the additive. In order to 
check this, a comparison was performed using results of previous studies to see if, in fact, there 
was a real difference. The data selected for use in the comparison came from control (no 
additive) and 0.5-unit-additive-concentration serum bottle tests operated at 35°C. The 
comparison was made using 19.5 ± 1.5 days of incubation cumulative methane and H2S 
production data. The results of the comparison are shown in Figures 13 and 14 for H2S and 
methane production, respectively (average of two batches performed under the same 
experimental conditions). 
 
Without the additive amendment, after 20 days of incubation, the Riverview manure produced 
123.6 µmol H2S and 1.7 mmol CH, compared to 41.7 µmol H2S and 8.9 mmol CH4 produced 
from the Haubenschild manure. The Riverview manure produced 196% more H2S and 81% less 
CH4. 
 
During the anaerobic digestion processes, production of H2S and CH4 is determined by many 
factors, including the concentration of sulfate, amount of organic sulfur in the substrates, 
microbial community structure and the population sizes of SRB and methanogenic bacteria, 
nutritional conditions, presence of inhibitors/stimulators of SRB or methanogens, etc. Among 
these factors, sulfate and total sulfur level in the substrate are usually the major factors affecting 
H2S and CH4 production. It was unclear what factors in the Riverview and Haubenschild 
manures caused the significant differences in H2S and CH4 production; however, since sulfate 
and sulfur levels are usually the major factors affecting H2S and CH4 production, it is likely that 
the Riverview manure contained more sulfate or/and total sulfur.  
 
Since Riverview and Haubenschild manures had different H2S production capabilities, the effects 
of the additive on these two manures were different. With the amendment of the same additive 
dose, after 20 days of incubation, 63.4% (average of two batches) H2S reduction in the 
Haubenschild manure was observed; however, only 35.2% reduction in the Riverview manure 
was apparent.  
 
While significant differences in H2S and CH4 production on manure from different dairies was 
evident, variation in H2S and CH4 production among different sample batches of manure from 
the same dairy was also observed. For example, after 20 days of incubation, Batch 1 Riverview 
manure produced 101.0 µmol H2S and 1.4 mmol CH4, while Batch 2 produced 146.2 µmol H2S 
and 2.1 mmol CH4. The H2S produced from Batch 2 Riverview manure was 44.7% more than 
that produced from Batch 1. Similar results were also observed with the Haubenschild manure, 
without the additive amendment, Batch 2 Haubenschild manure produced 65.0% more H2S than  
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Figure 13. Comparison of the effect of manure source on the formation of H2S with and without 

use of 0.5 units of additive. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 14. Comparison of the effect of manure source on the production of methane with and 
without use of 0.5 units of additive. 
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Batch 1 manure did. However, compared to the variation in H2S and CH4 production caused by 
manure sources, the variation caused by sample batches was much smaller.  
 
Despite the variation caused by different sample batches, it appeared that the effects of the 
additive on the same source of manure were relatively stable. Calculation on the standard error 
(SE) showed that the SEs in H2S reduction for the Riverview and Haubenschild manures were 
0.5% and 9.8% of their respective means; in contrast, the SE between the two manures was 
28.6% of the mean.  
 
Results of the screening experiments conducted with two sources of manure showed that the 
effects of the additive on H2S mitigation and CH4 enhancement were manure-dependent. Even 
though differences in sample batch may cause some variation in H2S and CH4 production, the 
effects of the additive on the same source of manure were relatively stable.  
 
Screening Studies Performed in Support of the Pilot-Scale Tests 
 
Because pilot-scale tests were to be performed at Haubenschild in Princeton, Minnesota, and 
results of previous screening studies appeared to indicate the appropriate additive and scavenger 
formulation might be influenced by the characteristics of the manure, additional screening 
experiments were conducted using Haubenschild manure collected during final preparations for 
the pilot-scale test. 
 
Three sets of experiments were conducted. The results of those experiments are given here. 
 
Results of the first set of the final three laboratory screening experiments (Table 4) are illustrated 
in Figures 15 and 16. Figure 15 illustrates cumulative methane production versus time, and 
Figure 16 is cumulative hydrogen sulfide versus time. After 18 days of incubation, all test 
conditions showed an increase in the amount of methane generated and a significant decrease in 
the amount of sulfide in the headspace gas. 
 
A second set of screening experiments was conducted on a different batch of Haubenschild 
manure. The manure sample was not representative of actual manure that would be produced 
during normal operations but was used in screening experiments to determine the effects of a 
lower scavenger dose in conjunction with the additive. Test conditions for the second experiment 
are shown in Table 5. Experiment 2 samples were incubated for 27 days. Figures 17 and 18 are 
plots of the second set of laboratory screening experiments. 
 
Again, all test conditions showed a higher methane content in the headspace gas and 
significantly reduced sulfide. One unit of scavenger with the additive appeared to provide a 
benefit similar to that of 2 units. Additional screening experiments will be conducted to confirm 
these results on a more representative manure sample when it becomes available. 
 
These experiments were designed to provide data and information on the effects of the EERC 
additive combined with a scavenging agent at differing doses. The test conditions are 
summarized in Table 6. 
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Table 4. Experimental Design for Laboratory Screening – Pilot Screening Experiment 1

Condition 
Fresh 

Manure, g Seed, g 
Additive, units 

of concentration 
Scavenger, units 
of concentration 

Seeded Control 36 4 0 0 
Seeded Scavenger 36 4 0 2 
Seeded Additive 36 4 0.5 0 
Seeded Scavenger and Additive 36 4 0.5 2 

 
 

 
 

Figure 15. Effects of the scavenger and additive dosages on methane production in serum bottles 
fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the triplicates. Where 

not shown, the error bars are within the symbols.  
 
 
The samples were periodically removed from the incubator, and the headspace gas of the 
samples was sampled with a gas-tight syringe and analyzed using gas chromatography to 
determine the methane, carbon dioxide, and hydrogen sulfide content of the generated biogas. 
 
Results of the laboratory screening experiments are illustrated in Figures 19 and 20. Figure 19 
shows cumulative methane production versus time, and Figure 20 is cumulative hydrogen sulfide 
versus time. After 32 days of incubation, all test conditions showed an increase in the amount of 
methane generated and a significant decrease in the amount of sulfide in the headspace gas 
versus the control. The use of the additive and scavenger make the largest difference in the 
production of H2S, with the lowest amount of H2S formation found for the 0.25 units of additive, 
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Figure 16. Effects of the scavenger and additive dosages on hydrogen sulfide production in 
serum bottles fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the 

triplicates. Where not shown, the error bars are within the symbols. 
 
 
Table 5. Experimental Design for Laboratory Screening – Pilot Screening Experiment 2 

Condition 
Fresh 

Manure, g Seed, g 
Additive, units 

of concentration 
Scavenger, units 
of concentration 

Seeded Control 36 4 0 0 
Seeded Scavenger 36 4 0 2 
Seeded Additive 36 4 0.5 0 
Seeded Additive and Scavenger 36 4 0.5 1 
Seeded Additive and Scavenger 36 4 0.5 2 
 
 
1 unit of scavenger and 0.5 units of additive, and 0.5 units of scavenger conditions. The  
0.25 units of additive and 0.5 units of scavenger condition provided for H2S generation control at 
a low cumulative chemical addition rate. This condition was selected for use in the pilot-scale 
digester. Incubation and testing of these serum bottles continued through 61 days of incubation. 
 
The conclusions after 61 days of incubation were consistent with those made after 32 days 
confirming the selection of the 0.25 units of additive, 1 unit of scavenger for use in the pilot-
scale experiments.  
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Figure 17. Effects of additive and varying scavenger dosage on methane production in serum 
bottles fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the triplicates. 

Where not shown, the error bars are within the symbols.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 18. Effects of additive and varying scavenger dosage on hydrogen sulfide production in 
serum bottles fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the 

triplicates. Where not shown, the error bars are within the symbols. 
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Table 6. Experimental Design for Laboratory Screening 

Condition 
Fresh 

Manure, g Seed, g 
Additive, units 

of concentration 
Scavenger, units 
of concentration 

Seeded Control 36 4 0 0 
Seeded Additive 36 4 0.25 0 
Seeded Additive 36 4 0.5 0 
Seeded Additive and Scavenger 36 4 0.25 0.5 
Seeded Additive and Scavenger 36 4 0.25 1 
Seeded Additive and Scavenger 36 4 0.5 0.5 
 
 

 
 

Figure 19. Effects of the scavenger and additive dosages on methane production in serum bottles 
fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the triplicates. Where 

not shown, the error bars are within the symbols. 
 

 
All test conditions showed an increase in the amount of methane generated and a significant 
decrease in the amount of sulfide in the headspace gas versus the control. The use of the additive 
and scavenger producing the lowest amount of H2S were found for test conditions with 0.25 units 
of additive, 1 unit of scavenger and 0.5 units of additive, and 0.5 units of scavenger conditions. 
However, because the condition with 0.25 units of additive, 0.5 units of scavenger provided good 
H2S generation control at a low cumulative chemical addition rate, it was initially selected for 
use in the pilot-scale digester. Test conditions in the pilot digester were later increased to  
0.25 units of additive and 1.0 units of scavenger. 
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Figure 20. Effects of the scavenger and additive dosages on hydrogen sulfide production in 
serum bottles fed Haubenschild manure. The error bars represent the standard error of the 

triplicates. Where not shown, the error bars are within the symbols. 
 
 
Bench-Scale Digester Experiments 
 
The objective of the bench-scale testing was to conduct semicontinuous biodigester experiments 
to verify laboratory screening test results on a larger-scale process and to optimize operational 
parameters in preparation for pilot-scale tests. Two bench-scale digesters were constructed to 
assess performance of the EERC additive: a control digester fed untreated manure and an 
experimental digester fed manure treated with the EERC additive. 
 
Bench-Scale Digester Design, Fabrication, and Shakedown 
 
The bench-scale digesters were configured to simulate the full-scale plug-flow anaerobic digester 
at the Haubenschild site in Princeton, Minnesota. The digesters were fabricated from 8-inch-i.d. 
Schedule 40 polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe. The ends of the 10-ft PVC pipes were fitted with 
PVC caps that were tapped and plumbed with 1-inch polypropylene ball valves installed near the 
bottom of each pipe end cap to accommodate feeding and removing of manure. A half-inch-
diameter nipple was installed at the top of each digester, 6 inches from the outlet end, to 
accommodate biogas collection, measurement, and monitoring. A process diagram of the bench-
scale digesters is shown in Figure 21.  
 
Each digester has a working volume of 49 liters (13 gallons) when operating with the pipe half 
full. Heating is provided with recirculating hot water pumped from a water heater through half- 
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Figure 21. Bench-scale digester diagram. 
 
 
inch-diameter tubing wrapped around the digesters. A proportional integral derivative (PID) 
temperature controller maintains recirculating water temperature at ±0.1°F (Figure 22). The 
entire digester assemblies were mounted on a frame constructed of Unistrut channel and wrapped 
with 1-inch-thick closed-cell foam rubber insulation (Figure 23). 
 
Biogas from the digesters flowed to a gas-cooling system (Figure 24) which cooled the gas to a 
dew point of approximately 60°F to remove water vapor in the biogas prior to entering the 
flowmeter. The dried biogas passes through the gas meter and is exhausted to a fume hood. A 0–
5-volt signal from the gas meter is routed to a signal processor, and the flow data are downloaded 
and saved on a dedicated computer.   
 
The bench-scale digester system ran well during shakedown testing, with only minor difficulties, 
primarily leaks, which were sealed. The systems were operated for a weeklong period with the 
digesters filled with tap water to verify temperature control capabilities and pump performance.  
 
Approximately 50 gallons of fresh manure and 50 gallons of digester effluent (digested manure) 
were collected from Haubenschild. The digested manure was used to inoculate the bench-scale 
digesters, and the fresh manure served as digester feed.  
 
Bench-Scale Digester Operation and Maintenance 
 
A digester operation and maintenance schedule was established and is presented in Table 7. 
Routine daily operations included adding feed manure and removing an equal volume of 
digested manure, collecting digester biogas samples, measuring and recording pH of feed and 
digested manure samples, and measuring and recording digester temperature. In order to 
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Figure 22. Bench-scale digester system under construction. 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 23. Closed-cell foam insulated digesters. 
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Figure 24. Biogas collection, cooling, and monitoring system. 
 
 
 Table 7. Operation and Maintenance Schedule for the Test Digesters 

Maintenance Procedure Frequency 
Measure and Record Digester Temperature Daily 
Measure and Record pH of Feed and Digested Manure Daily 
Add Feed Manure to Each Digester System Daily 
Remove Digested Manure from Each Digester System Daily 
Collect Biogas Samples 3–5 times/week 
Measure and Adjust Digester Manure Level in Digesters Weekly 
Calibrate pH Meter Weekly 
Obtain Fresh Manure (digester feed) Twice each month 

 
 
maintain a 20-day retention time, approximately 2.5 liters of digested manure was removed from 
the respective digesters every day, and an equivalent amount of fresh manure was added.  
 
Approximately 400 mL of digested manure was blended with the feed manure of each system to 
ensure an acclimated population of bacteria and to provide enhanced digestion. A 1-mL volume 
of the EERC additive was added to the manure fed to the experimental digester. 
 
Biogas samples were analyzed three to five times a week for the determination of methane, 
carbon dioxide, and hydrogen sulfide content. Fresh manure samples are collected from the dairy 
every other week and stored at 4°C to ensure a relative freshness of the feed manure. The manure 
is preheated to 38°C prior to being fed to the respective digesters. 
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Bench-Scale Digester Testing Results and Discussion 
 
In early October 2009, samples of both digested manure and fresh manure were collected from 
Haubenschild in Princeton, Minnesota. The samples were transported to EERC laboratories in 
55-gallon polyethylene drums. The digested manure sample was used to seed both bench-scale 
digesters. A 49-L volume of digested manure was transferred under anaerobic conditions 
(nitrogen purge) directly into the control digester. A second 49-L volume of manure was treated 
with the EERC additive and transferred to the experimental digester. Both digesters were then 
allowed to reach a design equilibrium temperature of 38°C. 
 
A temperature difference of nearly 2°F between the control and additive digesters was noted 
after the temperatures reached equilibrium. This was a concern because of the potential increase 
in bioactivity with increasing temperatures. Several measures were undertaken to resolve the 
temperature difference, including the installation of additional heat-exchange tubing and 
modification of the digester insulation method. With the additional heat-exchange tubing and by 
insulating both digesters as one unit (Figure 25), a temperature difference of ±0.5°F was able to 
be maintained. 
 
In mid-November 2009, after the digesters had arrived at a pseudo-steady-state operating 
condition, gas sampling and analysis were initiated. A fresh batch of feed manure was acquired 
from Haubenschild. A significant increase in H2S in the biogas from both the control and 
additive digesters was noted on November 23 (Figure 26). Communication with Haubenschild 
revealed that it had begun the practice of using ground waste gypsum wallboard (calcium sulfate) 
as an animal stall bedding amendment and continued that practice from November 1 through 
November 19, a time coincident with a fresh manure-sampling event. The bedding material 
ultimately gets incorporated into the digester feed manure. The result is a foreign source of SO4 
being introduced into the manure that feeds the anaerobic digester. Sulfate is a preferred electron 
acceptor for SRB and encouraged growth of SRB. The higher sulfate levels, in turn, caused an 
increase in H2S concentration of the biogas in both the Haubenschild digester and the bench-
scale control digester. Examination of Haubenschild feed manure indicated the presence of 
gypsum particles up to 3/8” diameter. The use of manure from Haubenschild to feed the bench-
scale digesters was halted, and manure from a nearby dairy (Dusty Willow Dairy, Lakota, North 
Dakota) was utilized as an interim feed while arrangements were made with an alternative dairy 
in Minnesota to provide manure for the project. Increasing biogas H2S levels continued unabated 
with the Dusty Willow manure feed. As seen if Figure 26, the design dose of the EERC additive 
was initially able to provide some level of sulfide control in the additive versus the control 
digester, but the higher SO4 levels in the feed manure eventually resulted in high H2S levels in 
the additive-fed digester biogas. The high sulfide levels eventually resulted in inhibition of 
biological activity, resulting in a significant decrease in biogas production. The system upset was 
accompanied by low CH4 and high CO2 content in the biogas (data not shown). 
 
The EERC contacted Riverview, located in Morris, Minnesota, and it agreed to provide manure 
for the project on an interim basis until Haubenschild was able to restore proper operation to its 
anaerobic digester. In early December, the bench-scale digesters were emptied, cleaned, and 
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Figure 25. Reconfigured bench-scale digesters. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 26. Bench-scale digester biogas H2S concentration on Haubenschild manure. 
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refilled with anaerobically digested manure collected from Riverview. Fresh manure was also 
collected from Riverview and began to be used as digester feed. The bench-scale digesters 
operated well on this manure for about a week when biogas H2S levels were observed to increase 
in the experimental (additive) digester, while they remained relatively consistent in the control 
digester (Figure 27). This observation was accompanied by an increase in CO2 and a decrease in 
CH4 in the additive digester. Eventually, the CO2 concentration exceeded the CH4 concentration. 
It was assumed that all of the gypsum was not effectively removed from the additive digesters 
and that it would need to removed because it would provide a long-term source of SO4 not 
normally present in dairy manure. 
 
Because of concerns about possible gas leaks and continued gypsum contamination, new control 
and experimental digesters were constructed. As before, each digester consists of an 8-inch-
diameter by 10-foot-long PVC pipe with an operating volume of 13 gallons (49 L), a condenser 
for biogas moisture removal, and a continuous biogas flowmeter.  
 
Bench-scale digester experiments were continued using manure samples collected from 
Riverview. Concurrent laboratory screening experiments were required to develop composition 
and dosage information for bench-scale digester operating conditions using the new manure. 
Several different operating conditions (residence time and digestate recycle) were also tested. 
Figures 28 and 29 illustrate the methane and H2S gas production flow rates calculated from the 
average daily gas flow rate and gas composition data collected for both bench-scale plug-flow 
 
 

 
 

Figure 27. Bench-scale digester biogas H2S concentration on Riverview manure. 
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Figure 28. Methane production rate observed in the control and additive test digester fed 
Riverview manure.  

 
 

 
 

Figure 29. H2S production rate observed in the control and additive test digester fed Riverview 
manure. 
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digesters. The data are given for all dates that both gas composition and flow rate data were 
available for both digesters. The data in Figure 28 show similar methane production rates for 
both digesters over the entire operating period. Variations in the observed methane production 
rate were associated with alterations in feed and waste rate (changes in the amount of digested 
sludge were made occasionally to help control the volume of material in the digesters). 
 
The H2S data given in Figure 29 show a similar pattern in the amount of H2S produced in both 
digesters until after Day 40 when the delivery of additive at a concentration of 0.5 units was 
initiated in the feed to the additive digester. Prior to this day, both reactors were run under 
control conditions. Each day following initiation of scavenger addition to the feed to the reactor 
showed a decrease in H2S production from the day before. With the 10-day HRT, it was expected 
to take at least 10 days to reach the maximum decrease in H2S production rate – the data shown 
illustrate only the first 4 days of the effect of additive addition. On Day 44, the H2S production 
rate in the additive feed digester was 72% of the H2S production rate in the control digester. 
 
Results comparing steady-state operating data from the control and experimental digesters at a 
15-day residence time incorporating a 10% digestate recycle are presented in Table 8. The 
chemical addition to the digester feed during this period of operation included 0.5 units of 
additive and 2 units of scavenger. 
 
A greater biogas flow rate in the experimental digester created a nearly 21% increase in methane 
production. While the H2S concentration in the biogas was reduced by 46% in the experimental 
digester, overall production was reduced by 35%, again attributed to the higher biogas flow 
observed in the experimental digester. These results were not consistent with those of the 
laboratory screening experiments under similar test conditions using Riverview manure samples. 
 
With continued bench-scale testing, a scum/crust layer developed in the digesters, resulting in an 
accumulation of solids. The accumulated crust created operational difficulty in assessing and 
maintaining a desired retention time. Sufficient data had been collected to warrant larger-scale 
testing and the bench-scale digester experiments were concluded and preparations for pilot-scale 
testing were initiated. 
 
 
Table 8. Comparison of Average Steady-State Operating Data from the Bench-Scale 
Digesters 

Parameter 
Control 
Digester 

Experimental 
Digester Percent Difference 

Biogas Flow, mL/min 48 58 20.8 
Methane, % 57 57 – 
Carbon Dioxide, % 42 43 – 
Hydrogen Sulfide, ppm 6750 3640 46.1 
Mass of CH4 Produced, g/day 26.8 32.4 20.9 
Mass of H2S Produced, g/day 0.68 0.44 35.3 
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Pilot-Scale Testing 
 
Pilot-scale digester testing was conducted using fresh manure samples on-site at Haubenschild. 
Pilot testing was supplemented by additional laboratory screening experiments that were 
necessary to verify appropriate doses of EERC additive–scavenger combinations for the new 
manure.  
 
Pilot Digester Design, Fabrication, and Installation 
 
A pilot-scale digester system was designed and fabricated at the EERC. Shown during 
construction in Figure 30, the digester system consists of a 24-inch-diameter, 20-foot-long 
insulated PVC test vessel having a total volume of 470 gallons (1779 liters) and a nominal 
operating volume (half full) of 235 gallons (889 liters). The reactor contains two heat-transfer 
pipes (stainless steel tubing), one that is a loop that enters and exits through the manure inlet end 
bulkhead and the other a straight piece of tubing that passes the full length of the vessel 
approximately 4 inches from the reactor bottom. The straight piece of heat-transfer tubing is used 
to maintain the reactor temperature near the temperature set point of 35°C (95°F), and the inlet 
loop heat-transfer tubing is used to bring the temperature of freshly added manure up to the set 
point temperature after it has been added to the reactor (daily). 
 
A computer data acquisition and control system was developed to allow for collection of gas 
flow rate, reactor mass, and reactor temperature data and for control of valves used to deliver hot 
water to the reactor for the purpose of temperature control. A screen shot of the user interface for  
 
 

 
 

Figure 30. Photograph of pilot-scale anaerobic digester vessel during construction. 
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the data acquisition and control system is in Figure 31. The mass of manure in the digester was 
monitored using three load cells mounted below the reactor. Biogas was directed through a 
condensing heat exchanger to remove the moisture before the dry biogas was directed through a 
mass flowmeter for quantifying measurement of the biogas production rate. The waste biogas 
was then combined with the flow from the full-scale digester and burned in the dairy’s genset 
engine. 
 
The digester system was transported to Haubenschild, unloaded (Figure 32), and installed in the 
generator building at the dairy (Figure 33). The digester contents were heated by circulating hot 
water through one of two heating tubes in the digester. One of the heating tubes (attached to 
Valve 2) runs the entire length of the digester, and a second tube (attached to  
Valve 1) is used to heat the incoming feed being introduced into the digester. The valves on the 
heating tubes control the flow of hot water through the tubes and are opened and closed 
depending on the temperature measurements of Thermocouples TC1 and TC2. The hot water 
was connected to and supplied from Haubenschild’s digester system. 

 
Pilot Digester Operation 
 
The pilot-scale digester was operated for 98 days from start-up on August 13, 2010, through 
shutdown on November 19, 2010. The full-scale digester was fully operational during this entire 
time period. During this time period, the pilot-scale digester was operated using three different 
additive plus scavenger conditions: from start-up until September 23, 2010 (41 days), the manure 
was supplemented with a very low concentration (0.1 units) of scavenger (no additive). This can  
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 31. Pilot-scale anaerobic digester data acquisition interface 
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Figure 32. Photograph of pilot-scale anaerobic digester vessel during installation. The full-scale 

digester is visible in the background. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 33. Photograph of digester installed in the generator building at Haubenschild. The raw 
manure feed hopper is in the background. The foreground shows the effluent end of the digester. 
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be considered a baseline condition in which little to no change in H2S production from that of the 
full-scale digester would be expected. During the 34-day period from September 23, 2010, 
through October 25, 2010, the manure was supplemented with additive at 0.25 units of 
concentration and scavenger at 0.5 units of concentration, a dosing condition established by the 
laboratory screening experiments. On October 26, 2010, the scavenger concentration used was 
doubled to 1.0 units of concentration while keeping the additive concentration at 0.25 units. The 
0.25 units of additive concentration, 1.0 units of scavenger concentration condition was used for 
feeding the reactor for 24 days through the last day of feeding on November 18, 2010. This 
increase in scavenger concentration was deemed necessary because although the H2S 
concentration in the biogas from the pilot-scale digester had decreased from the values observed 
for the full-scale digester, the concentration had leveled off at a value exceeding the desire to 
control production to very low levels. Additionally, the results from the final serum bottle 
experiments confirmed that the 0.25 units of additive, 1.0 units of scavenger condition should 
provide greater control of H2S production (at a low increase in chemical cost).  
 
Daily operation of the digester proceeded as follows. Fresh manure from a collection pit at the 
farm was fed to the pilot digester daily, coinciding with feeding cycles of the full-scale digester. 
During the early morning feeding of fresh manure to the full-scale digester, farm personnel 
routed approximately 15 gallons (i.e., slightly exceeding the feed volume needed) of this manure 
to the pilot digester feed hopper. EERC employees arrived at the farm during or soon after this 
operation, turn on the feed hopper mixer to homogenize the sample, and wasted the excess fresh 
manure. A sample of this wasted manure was used for measurement of fresh manure pH and for 
determining total (TS) and VS concentrations. After the volume of manure in the feed hopper has 
been reduced to 12 gallons, the scavengers were added (as a high-concentration stock solution) 
and mixed with the manure for a minimum of 10 minutes. Once the scavenger was well mixed 
into the manure, the additive was added (as a high-concentration stock solution) and the contents 
of the hopper mixed for an additional 10 minutes. On occasion, the fresh manure sample had 
such high solids concentrations that the motor for the hopper mixer was not capable of turning 
the impeller shaft (insufficient torque), and late in the period of operation the mixer motor failed. 
Operators then mixed the hopper contents my hand with a wooden paddle for a minimum of  
10 minutes and until the operator felt the hopper contents were reasonably homogeneous. Once 
the scavenger and additive had been added and mixed into the manure, a sample was taken for 
measurement of the pH of the mixture to ensure that addition of the scavenger and additive did 
not cause a large change in pH. Feeding of the mixture of fresh manure, additive, and scavenger 
was performed after gas composition data collection steps were completed. 
 
After feeding was completed and the mass of the digester noted, a volume of approximately  
12 gallons of digested manure is removed through a valve at the end of the digester. A sample of 
the digested manure is collected for measurements of pH, TS, and VS. 
 
Biogas was routed from the digester through a condenser/chiller to remove moisture before being 
directed to the mass flowmeter. Gas production rate and digester mass are measured 
continuously, and the data were reduced to daily average values. Gas composition was measured 
occasionally by gas chromatography. Gas samples were collected in 1-liter tedlar bags and 
transported by EERC personnel or shipped overnight to the EERC for analysis. On-site analysis 
of gas samples for H2S was initiated on September 28, 2010, using Kitagawa tubes, which have a 
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detection range of 50 to 2000 ppm H2S. The analysis method involves the use of a syringe-type 
pump to pull a known volume of gas through a glass tube containing a reactive chemical which 
changes color upon reaction with H2S. The tubes are calibrated and provide a measure of the 
amount of H2S in the gas sample. 
 
Digester temperature, mass, and gas flow were monitored continuously via the computer data 
logger. Routine daily operations include adding feed manure and removing an appropriate 
volume of digested manure and measuring and recording pH of feed and digested manure 
samples. Total VS of the feed and digested manure were analyzed three times a week. Digester 
biogas samples were collected approximately weekly for analysis at the EERC. Kitagawa tube 
analysis of H2S concentrations was performed approximately three times a week from 
September, 28 2010, through the end of the project. 
 
The pilot digester was initially operated with a very low addition rate of scavenger. This 
provided a period of operation consistent with operation as a control digester. Near the end of 
this reporting period (after the 32-day serum bottle test results were obtained), operation was 
switched to test conditions that consist of the addition of EERC additive and scavenger to all of 
the manure fed to the digester. Biogas samples were analyzed weekly during acclimation periods 
and daily during steady-state operation for the determination of CH4, CO2, and H2S content. 
Alkalinity of the manure was also measured periodically. 
 
Digester Test Results 
 
Figure 34 illustrates pilot digester temperature as measured by the two temperature control 
thermocouples and by manual thermometer measurements of digester effluent. The target 
operating temperature was 95°F. During the initial operating period, it was impossible to operate 
at the 95°C temperature because of high ambient temperatures (high outdoor temperatures and 
heat from the genset located in the same building). Table 9 presents the mean, standard deviation 
about the mean, minimum, maximum, and median temperature data, which are shown 
graphically in Figure 34. The averages for the control thermocouples were higher than those for 
the manual measurements, but none of these averages was statistically different (greater than one 
standard deviation) from the target value of 95°F. The lowest average daily temperatures were 
observed on days when power outages at the farm led to a lack of availability of hot water for 
use in regulating the digester temperature. Typically, there was no discernable upset in digester 
operation. However, in one instance, November 14, 2010, a winter storm caused a power outage 
that resulted in a temperature drop in both the pilot-scale and full-scale digesters. The gas 
production rate for the full-scale digester subsequently decreased sufficiently to result in a 
shutdown of the genset. A corresponding reduction in biogas production by the pilot-scale 
digester was apparent but difficult to quantify because of a failure of the feed inlet gate valve on 
the digester, which created a leak sufficient to prevent accurate gas production rates. In addition, 
the power outage led to the condensation in the biogas line and mass flow sensor, which led to 
the malfunction and failure of the flowmeter. 
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Figure 34. Pilot-scale digester temperature. Error bars represent ±1 95% confidence  
interval of the daily mean.  

 
 

Table 9. Average (mean), Minimum, Maximum, Median Temperatures of 
the Pilot-Scale Digester 

TC1, inlet 
Manual Inlet 

Temp., °F TC2, outlet 
Manual Outlet 

Temp., °F 
Average 96.1 92.3 97.6 94.2 
Std. Dev.* 3.4 3.0 3.0 3.5 
Minimum 85.3 86.4 87.3 84.3 
Maximum 105.1 100.7 106.5 103.1 
Median 95.5 91.6 97.2 94.7 
* Standard deviation. 

 
 
Figure 35 illustrates the total mass of the operating digester. The nominal operating mass is 
approximately 1300 kg. From August 12, 2010, to September 30, 2010, the mass was maintained 
within 5% of this value, with a total average daily value ranging between 1234 and 1370 kg. 
Near the end of that time, the digester exhibited a relatively rapid increase in mass. Over the 
operating period from October 1 to November 19, the mass of the digester varied between  
1237 and 1453 kg, with a mean of 1317 ±48 kg. The maximum value during this period was 
11.8% greater than the target. Solids accumulation was attributed to the higher solids content of 
the feed manure (as high as 12% on some days) and the nature of plug-flow digester operation. 
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Figure 35. Mean daily digester mass. Error bars represent ±1 95% confidence  
interval of the daily mean. 

 
 
Figure 36 illustrates the mean biogas production rate for the pilot-scale digester. The expected 
nominal flow rate based on the lab-scale digester was 1.5 slpm (standard liters per minute). 
Initially, the flow rate was less than that level because the digester began operation on digested 
solids from the full-scale digester. A high rate of variability was observed during initial feeding 
operations and was attributed to daily ambient temperature variations that were warmer than the 
target operating temperature, which affected the microbial population dynamics. The period from 
August 29 to September 23 was considered steady-state operation under control conditions. The 
corresponding gas flow rate was 1.36 ±0.13 slpm. The first day of the EERC additive and 
scavenger addition was September 24. The data appear to suggest a gas flow rate increase from 
steady-state control conditions to a 7-day moving average of close to 1.5 slpm. On October 17, 
the average was observed to decrease to around 1.2 slpm. Behavior of the system as noted by the 
operators indicated the likely presence of a slow and/or intermittent leak or leaks. Efforts were 
made to find and seal all possible leaks with limited success, and it was observed that on certain 
days, it was difficult to measure gas flow after closing reactor valves after feeding operations. A 
failure of the mass flowmeter occurred on November 12. Attempts were made to measure gas 
flow with a rotameter with limited success. A persistent leak did not allow sufficient pressure to 
build up for accurate gas flow determinations using a rotameter, which operates at higher 
differential pressure than the mass flowmeter.  
 
A final set of data points presented in Figure 36 were obtained by calculating the biogas 
production rate from VS destruction data presented later (Figure 43) while assuming 0.7 m3 of 
methane production/kg of VS destroyed and a methane concentration of 60%. These data 
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Figure 36. Mean daily biogas flow. Error bars represent ±1 95%  
confidence interval of the daily mean. The trend line provided is the 7-day moving average. 

Filled circles represent the flow rate estimated from VS destruction data presented later. 
 
 
presented as gray circles in Figure 36 support the assertions that the step change reduction in gas 
flow rate observed from the flow rate measurement equipment was caused by a leak rather than a 
change in the health of the digester and that good gas production was maintained until the 
digester was shut down. Figure 37 illustrates biogas methane content for both the pilot-scale and 
full-scale digesters. The values from both digesters are essentially equivalent, with the average 
value for the pilot digester being 59.1% and for the full-scale digester 59.9%.  
 
Figure 38 illustrates hydrogen sulfide content for both the pilot-scale and full-scale digesters. 
Two sets of analytical data are shown for each digester. The data sets labeled as Haubenschild 
Digester and EERC Pilot Digester are results of gas chromatography, while the data sets labeled 
EERC Kitagawa and Haubenschild Kitagawa were collected on-site using Kitagawa tubes. It 
appears that the Kitagawa tube analyses tended to underestimate H2S concentrations but were 
nonetheless effective at providing confirmation of the general trend of H2S generation. 
 
The timing of the observed decreases in H2S concentration for the pilot-scale digester confirms 
the efficacy of using the EERC additive and scavenger. The first decrease in H2S from between 
1620 and 2080 ppm to levels between 1200 and 1430 ppm occurred sometime between 10 and 
15 days following the addition of 0.5 units of additive and 0.25 units of scavenger to the pilot-
scale digester feed manure. The second decrease from the 1200–1430-ppm range to the  
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Figure 37. Methane concentration in full-scale (Haubenschild) and pilot-scale (EERC) digesters. 
Error bars based on ±1 standard deviation are not visible because they are smaller than the size 

of the symbol. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 38. Hydrogen sulfide concentration in full-scale (Hubenschild) and pilot-scale (EERC) 
digesters. Error bars of ±1 standard deviation for the gas chromatography data (blue diamond 

and red square) are not visible because they are smaller than the size of the symbol. 
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565-ppm (and, apparently, still decreasing) value started between 10 and 15 days, following the 
increase in scavenger concentration to 1.0 units. This behavior is consistent with the results from 
the serum bottle experiments (Figure 20), which revealed the 0.25 units of additive, 1.0 units of 
scavenger condition provided better control of H2S production than the 0.25 units of additive,  
0.5 units of scavenger condition. 
 
pH and Alkalinity 
 
The pH of the feed to the pilot-scale reactor was within the range of 6.74 to 7.35 throughout the 
course of the study. The minimum pH observed was that for raw manure on the first day of 
reactor operation, August 13, 2010. The pH of the reactor influent slowly increased throughout 
the period of reactor operation, with a maximum value of 7.35 observed on the final day of 
reactor feeding, November 17, 2010. The lower raw manure pH values during the earlier period 
of digester operation were most likely due to higher ambient temperatures. Higher microbial 
activity is expected at higher ambient temperatures, which would lead to increased acidification 
of the raw manure in the raw manure collection sump. Effluent pH from the digester showed a 
decreasing trend, with the effluent pH values observed to be as high as 7.92 during the first week 
of pilot digester operation and as low as 7.54 during the final week of digester operation. All of 
these pH values fall within a safe range for maintenance of effective digestion. 
 
Figure 39 shows an expanded view of the final 25 days of reactor operation during which the 
pilot-scale digester was supplemented with 0.25 units of additive and 1.0 units of scavenger. The 
data are shown for this period because it is during this period that the greatest potential existed 
for differences in the pH of the pilot digester from those for the full-scale digester because of the 
higher chemical addition rates. The data clearly indicate that the pH of the pilot-scale reactor 
feed is slightly lower (average pH of 7.12 ± 0.15) than the raw manure pH (average pH of  
7.27 ± 0.13). This decrease in pH upon chemical addition was expected. The 0.15 pH unit 
decrease is reasonable and acceptable. 
 
The data in Figure 39 also show the effluent pH values for both the pilot- and full-scale digesters. 
From October 25 through November 14 the pH in both reactors was virtually identical, 7.57 ± 
0.02 versus 7.60 ± 0.04, respectively, for the pilot-scale digester versus the full-scale digester. 
During the period from November 15 through November 19, the full-scale digester samples 
indicate a higher pH but the pilot-scale digester pH remains the same. The reason for the 
increased pH in the full-scale digester is unknown. 
 
It should be noted, because both the pilot- and full-scale digester operate as plug-flow systems 
with residence times of close to 20 days, the effluent pH would not be immediately influenced by 
changes to the influent. Therefore, the rise in influent pH at the end of the study should not cause 
the observed increase in pH of the full-scale reactor effluent. More importantly, the lack of an 
apparent drop in effluent pH for the pilot-scale digester indicates the decreased influent pH 
resulting from  chemical addition did not negatively impact the pH in the digester. 
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Figure 39. pH of the pilot- and full-scale digester during the final operation period. “EERC Pilot 
Digester Influent – Fresh” represents the influent pH of the manure fed to the full-scale digester; 
“EERC Pilot Digester Influent” represents the pH of the manure after addition of scavenger and 
additive and represents the pH of the material feed to the pilot-scale digester. All pH values fall 

within a safe range for maintenance of effective digestion. 
 
 
Alkalinity measurements were performed on select samples. The original plan had been to 
perform these titrations more frequently, but the results obtained from the samples that were 
analyzed indicated it was not necessary to do this. Samples collected on September 17, 2010, and 
October 22, 2010, illustrate this fact. The pilot digester feed and effluent samples collected on 
September 17, 2010, had alkalinities of 14,400 and 16,800 mg/L as CaCO3, respectively. Raw 
manure (full-scale digester feed), pilot digester feed, pilot digester effluent, and full-scale 
digester effluent samples collected on October 22, 2010, were found to have alkalinities of 
13,800, 12,400, 14,000, and 15,000 mg/L as CaCO3, respectively. These alkalinity 
concentrations were sufficiently high to indicate it was not necessary to perform alkalinity 
titrations on a regular basis. 
 
Total and Volatile Solids 
 
Figures 40 and 41 show the results of TS and VS measurements performed during operation of 
the pilot-scale digesters. Complete data sets are available for the fresh manure (full-scale 
influent) and effluent from the pilot-scale digester. A full data set is available for the full-scale 
digester for the final operating period. A partial data set for the pilot-scale digester influent 
(measured after addition of the scavenger and additive) indicates it is reasonable to use the fresh 
manure values as the influent concentration for both the full-scale and pilot-scale digester. 
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Figure 40. TS concentration versus time for pilot-scale and full-scale digesters. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 41. VS concentration versus time for pilot-scale and full-scale digesters. 
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From Figures 40 and 41, it appears that greater TS and VS destruction was observed for the 
pilot-scale digester than for the full-scale digester. This may be true to some extent, but the pilot 
digester was also observed to have been accumulating solids (see Figure 35), so the results 
presented here may be somewhat misleading. The conclusion best derived from the data is that 
addition of the scavenger and additive may have led to greater VS destruction which would have 
also led to greater amounts of biogas production, but insufficient data are available to be sure.  
 
Because the reactors are plug-flow and the influent solids concentrations are highly variable, it is 
not reasonable to compare the effluent solids concentration to the feed solids concentration from 
any given day in order to calculate the % TS or %VS destruction, as this would lead to very high 
values on days with high solids concentrations in the influent and low and even negative values 
for days with low solids concentrations in the influent. However, sufficient data exist for the 
pilot-scale digester to allow for calculation of the average % solids destruction by calculating the 
cumulative solids loading to the reactor and the cumulative solids removal from the reactor. The 
cumulative TS and VS fed and wasted from the pilot-scale digester are shown in Figure 42. The 
cumulative solids data shown in Figure 42 were used to calculate the percent TS and VS 
destruction data shown in Figure 43. From Figure 43 it appears that VS destruction typically 
ranged from 52% to 59%, with TS destruction ranging from 45% to 50%. Final cumulative 
influent VS were 80% of influent TS. Final cumulative wasted VS were 70% of wasted TS. 
 
Because solids accumulated in the pilot digester, it is possible to make a calculated correction to 
the final solids destruction. From visual observation of the data in Figure 35, we assumed that the 
accumulated mass in the reactor could be taken as 100 kg. Of this 100 kg, no more than 10 kg of 
the accumulated weight would have likely been TS (8 kg of VS) if we use the apparent average 
influent concentration from Figure 41 and the influent average VS content of 80% of the TS 
concentration (i.e., ignore solids destruction and any effects of solids settling based accumulation 
that may have occurred). Based on this, we can calculate that there may have been an 
accumulation of as much as 10 kg of total and 8 kg of VS. Correcting for the accumulation of 
solids in the reactor would change the final point shown in Figure 43 from 45.8% to 43.1% 
cumulative TS destruction and 52.8% to 50.0% for cumulative VS destruction. We consider this 
a relatively minor error in the observed performance that may have resulted for not accounting 
for daily changes in the mass of solids in the reactor during the solids destruction calculations. 
 
Conclusions from the Pilot-Scale Experiments 
 
The pilot-scale studies provided clear evidence that the use of a mixture of EERC additive and 
scavenger to Haubenschild manure is effective at reducing the concentration of H2S in the 
produced biogas. The formulation containing 0.25 units of additive and 0.5 units of scavenger 
appeared to be capable of producing only a moderate reduction (perhaps 30% to 50%) in the H2S 
concentration, leaving close to 1000 ppmv. Increasing the scavenger concentration of 1 unit 
while maintaining the additive at 0.25 units provided additional control down to close to  
500 ppmv, which was 20% to 25% of the H2S concentration seen in the biogas from the full-
scale digester at that time. 
 



 

45 

DRAFT  

 
 

Figure 42. Cumulative amount of solids fed and wasted from the pilot-scale digester. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 43. Percent TS and VS destruction calculated from cumulative amount of solids fed and 

wasted from the pilot-scale digester. 
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The improvement in performance of the pilot-scale digester based on changes in chemical feed 
formulation was consistent with the results observed from the serum bottle screening study run 
using manure from Haubenschild. This justifies the decision to perform the pilot-scale tests 
despite the problems encountered during bench-scale testing, where significant problems were 
encountered in digester operation and there were inconsistencies between serum bottle screening 
study results and the performance of the bench-scale reactor. It is possible the problems with the 
bench-scale studies were the difference in manure source (Riverview vs. Haubenschild), but they 
may have also been because of the material flow problems encountered as a result of the small 
diameter of the bench-scale reactors. 
 
Economic Assessment 
 
Cost Comparison to Natural Gas Price 
 
A cost analysis was performed to evaluate the cost of applying additive and scavenger to the full-
scale Haubenschild digester. Bulk chemical pricing of technical-grade additive and scavenger 
was obtained from several suppliers. The price used in the calculation was the lowest-cost FOB 
(freight on board) price quoted for a U.S. supplier. The cost of supplying these chemicals for H2S 
control has been reduced to a cost per MMBtu (thousand thousand Btu or million Btu) of biogas. 
This is compared to the equivalent cost of the same amount of natural gas based on the futures 
market price of natural gas on April 19, 2011. Table 10 contains key assumptions related to 
biogas production and the equivalent cost of natural gas needed to supply the same amount of 
energy. Table 11 provides details concerning the daily and yearly chemical cost needed to apply 
the use of the EERC additive and scavenger for the purpose of H2S control at Haubenschild 
Farms. It also indicates that the equivalent cost of the chemicals is $9.15 to $10.41 per million 
Btu of biogas produced, depending on the control solution used. This is 2.15 to 2.45 times the 
cost of the equivalent energy content of natural gas at current commodities market natural gas 
prices. It should be noted that natural gas prices are highly variable over time, and the actual cost 
to a given customer is typically significantly higher than the commodities market price. The 
 
 

Table 10. Assumptions Used in the Cost Analysis 
Full-Scale Digester Volume (Haubenschild) 500,000 gallons 
Hydraulic Retention Time 20 days 
Daily Feed 25,000 gallons/day 
Daily Biogas Production 72,500 cf/day 
Methane Content of Biogas 60% 
Btu Content of Biogas 600 Btu/cf 
Biogas Energy Available 15,877.50 MMBtu/year 
Btu Content of Natural Gas (range is 800 to 1200) 1000 btu/cf 
Price of Natural Gas a 4.247 $/MMBtu 
Cost to Buy Natural Gas 65,097.75 $/year 

a  www.bloomberg.com/markets/commodities/futures/ – price as of April 19, 2011. 
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Table 11. Chemical Costs Associated with the EERC Additive and Scavenger 
Additive Concentration, units 0.25 0.25 
Scavenger Concentration, units 0.5 1 
Total Cost to Treat Feed, $/day 397.95 452.71 
Total Cost to Treat Feed, $/year 145,250.64 165,240.45 
Cost to Treat Digester, $/MMBtu – compare to 
  natural gas price 9.15 10.41 

 
 
Energy Information Administration reports that in 2009 the average price of natural gas 
delivered to U.S. electric power consumers was between $6.00 and $6.99 per 1000 cf. Prices 
paid by commercial and residential consumers in the United States are shown in Figures 44 and 
45.  
 
 

 
 

Figure 44. Historic natural gas prices in the United States. 
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Figure 45. Average price of natural gas delivered to U.S. electric power consumers, 2009 (dollars 

per thousand cubic feet). 
 
 
Although natural gas prices in Minnesota are among the highest in the nation, the cost of 
chemicals to achieve a desired sulfide control level during the anaerobic digestion of dairy 
manure is economically prohibitive. 
 
Cost Comparison to Iron Sponge Treatment of Biogas 
 
The costs for use of the additive and scavenger were also compared to the cost of using various 
methods of biogas treatment to remove hydrogen sulfide postdigestion. A preferred biogas 
treatment method for use at dairy manure digestion facilities is known as the iron sponge H2S 
removal system. It consists of a column filled with iron oxide (ferric oxide)-impregnated 
material, usually wood chips and wood shavings, which is kept moist through the addition of 
water. Biogas flows down through the column where the H2S reacts with the iron oxide to form 
iron sulfate. This slowly consumes the iron oxide in the column. Once the column nears 
exhaustion, the packing is replaced or regenerated. Continuous regeneration is possible through 
addition of oxygen to the gas stream but off-line regeneration with air is most common. During 
regeneration, the iron sulfate is converted to iron oxide and elemental sulfur. Eventual 
replacement of the column packing is required because of capacity loss that is not recovered 
during the regeneration, cycle from sulfur accumulation. Typically, a given load of column 
packing is good for 10 cycles of use and regeneration. The length of time for each cycle depends 
on the iron oxide concentration in the column packing, the H2S concentration of the biogas, and 
the gas-loading rate to the column. 
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The basic chemistry of the iron sponge reaction is summarized as follows:  
 
 2Fe2O3 * H2O + 6H2S + 2Fe2S3 + 6H2O [Eq. 1] 
 
 2Fe2O3 + 3O2 + 2Fe2O3 + 6S [Eq. 2] 
 
Roloson et al. (2007) estimated an iron sponge H2S removal system for a dairy of 500 to  
1000 cows will cost $82,500 to install plus $12,100 in annual expense for chemicals and 
maintenance. In comparison, the annual chemical costs for the 0.25 unit additive plus 1 unit 
scavenger condition for successful sulfide control at Haubenschild is $165,000 (January 2011 
prices, FOB Chicago). Although sulfide control was technically demonstrated, given today’s low 
cost of natural gas and electricity coupled with high chemical costs, the additive was not as cost-
effective as commercial postdigestion biogas treatment techniques. 
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Project Benefits: Anaerobic digestion of biomass is attractive in that it produces a fuel gas from 
biomass. By producing CH4, anaerobic digestion processes can minimize the waste disposal 
costs while generating renewable energy. A properly operating anaerobic digester is a 
technologically simple system that requires relatively little operator attention, making it suitable 
for on-farm applications where the biomass waste is being produced. The biogas, however, 
contains hydrogen sulfide, a toxic gas that contributes to foul odors and causes problems with 
power generation equipment. When combusted, H2S is oxidized to SO2, which may be present at 
levels that exceed air quality standards. The project utilized dairy manure, an abundant 
renewable resource in Minnesota. The proposed benefits of the project included cost-effective 
biogas sulfide control along with increased production of methane in biomass digestion 
processes. 
 
The project successfully demonstrated a high degree of sulfide control through the use of an 
additive that selectively kills SRB, the root cause of sulfide production and a scavenger that 
provides further reductions in the concentration of H2S in the biogas. The project also showed a 
potential to produce additional methane which, in turn, can produce additional electricity. While 
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sulfide control during manure digestion was demonstrated, the chemical costs associated with 
applying the additive and scavenger on a continuous basis were found to be economically 
prohibitive given the current costs of electricity and natural gas. It is possible that chemical 
addition during times of high sulfate loading to a digester could be an economically feasible way 
to avoid spikes in H2S generation and process upsets from very high H2S generation rates but 
detailed investigation of this potential was beyond the scope of this project. 
 
The project was able to secure additional funding to conduct a complementary project that 
utilizes the biogas from anaerobic digestion to produce hydrogen and ammonia, two high-value 
products. The hydrogen can be used in fuel cells to produce electricity, while the ammonia is a 
farm commodity that is directly utilized in farming. Given the relatively low cost of electricity in 
Minnesota, the production of ammonia at reasonable cost would provide an economic benefit to 
the anaerobic digestion of dairy manure. A copy of a draft report from that project is provided in 
Appendix A.  
 
Project Lessons Learned: As proposed, this project demonstrated that sulfide control using an 
additive to selectively kill SRB and prevent the formation of sulfide during anaerobic digestion is 
technically feasible. This control may also be achieved with a slight enhancement in methane 
production, but that increase in methane was not universally demonstrated. 
 
While not originally planned, the project conducted testing on manure samples from two 
different dairies. Differences in farm/dairy operations appeared to have a significant influence on 
the character of the manure and, subsequently, a difference in biogas quality. Different additive 
formulations were required to provide the best sulfide control for the respective manures. This is 
important in that the additive formulation may have to be custom-tailored for each application or 
farm. 
 
In general, it is probable that heterogeneities in manure and the use of digesters without 
mechanical mixing in this project (and commonly for manure digestion) appear to provide for 
microenvironments within a digester where SRB experience less exposure to the additive. This 
led to the need to use higher additive concentrations than originally anticipated based on past 
work in order to get significant H2S control and higher residual concentrations of H2S under 
controlled conditions. The higher H2S concentrations were partially controlled by the use of a 
scavenger. The proposed importance of microenvironments is derived from general knowledge 
of how biofilms and microenvironments protect microorganisms from toxic and inhibitory 
effects in other waste treatment applications, from disinfection efforts in water treatment and 
distribution, and from success with using the additive for H2S control during previous work with 
high-strength wastewater applications where the additive is evenly distributed in wastewater.  
 
With manures, a higher concentration of additive and a scavenging agent to bind the sulfide that 
was produced are necessary to achieve a high degree of sulfide control. The need for higher 
additive concentrations and the use of scavenger increases the cost of chemicals for sulfide 
control. For the additive and scavenger application rate needed for H2S control at Haubenschild 
(based on the pilot-study results), the total cost of chemicals exceeded the cost of purchasing 
natural gas with energy content equivalent to the biomass that is produced by the full-scale 
digester (using cost quotes for the chemicals and current natural gas prices). The chemicals costs 
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also exceed the annual cost of operating a biogas treatment iron sponge system, a popular, 
commercially available, biogas sulfide control technology. 
 
While the biogas generated from anaerobic digestion of dairy manure is typically used to 
produce heat and electrical power, the conduct of this project revealed that dairies of a certain 
size (1000 cows) produce more electricity than is needed by the dairy operation. The excess 
electricity can be sold to the electrical utility at less than retail prices, often at a price that does 
not justify the overall expense of operating the anaerobic digestion/combined heat and power 
facility system. The use of the biogas to produce a higher-value product may be justified if that 
higher-value product can be produced at a reasonable cost. 
 
Usefulness of Project Findings: A key finding of this research is that sulfide control using 
additives to selectively kill SRB is not likely a cost-effective technique during the anaerobic 
digestion of dairy manure. Further, any biomass material/low-mixing-power input anaerobic 
digester where an additive cannot be uniformly distributed throughout the media would likely 
require higher application rates of the additive plus the use of a scavenging agent to remove the 
sulfide that is produced. The additional costs of more additive chemicals and the scavenging 
chemicals will likely render this approach uneconomical for manure applications. 
 
Further, dairy manure itself provides a relatively low-energy feedstock for anaerobic digesters. 
Higher-energy-density feedstocks, including hog manure and high-strength agricultural 
processing wastewaters from facilities such as sugar beet, potato, meat, and poultry-processing 
plants in Minnesota, are capable of producing more energy than dairy manure. Wastewater also 
provides a better media in which to use the EERC additive without the need for higher 
application rates of the EERC additive or the use of sulfide-scavenging agents. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Will be submitted with the final report. 




